Relationships

Essential o Existence

Definition

1. the way v which two or more
concepts, objects, or people are
connected, or the state of being
convected

2. the way in which +wo or more people
or orgavizations regard and behave
toward each other

Result of Relationship
Nothing reaches its full potential alove.
“I+ is certainly true that things actually

only exist i relationship to other things.”
~ (Williams, Vinealam Amoris, p10)
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Example
Ov the smallest scale:

» Protons, Neutrows, Electrons

> All these particles are i relationship
with each other. Otherwise, the atom
doesn't exist. If atoms don’t exist,
“vigger” things dow't exist.

Example
Ow aw every-day scale:

» Heart, brain, luvgs, circalatory system,
nervous systewm, etc.

> o organ alove makes the body functional;
vot the heart, vor the brain, vor the
lugs.

> All these orgavs are in relationship +o
each other. Otherwise, the body doesn't
function.

Example

On the largest scale

> The earth and other plavets are in
relationship with the sun.

> The earth and wmoon are n relationship
with each other.

> If the earth, moon, and suv are vot in the
proper relatiouship, life ceases to exist.
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These examples are easily
understood and clearly reveal that
relationships are fundamental +o
existence.

Relatiouships imply roles

Based o our knowledge (so far) of
the Godhead, let's examive some
familiar passages to see what we cam
learn about their relationship and

roles that are seew.

Keep in mind that the Godhead exists
in 3 co-equal Persows.

> Jesus teaching disciples hiow to pray (Luke 11.2; WMatt ¢.4):
“Eadiner n heaven..”

> Jesus on the cross (Luke 23.46)
“... Eatiner, into Mour Wands T commit Wy spirit.”

> Jesus to Nicodemus (Johm 346):
“For God so loved the world that He gave His culy bepotten

> Jesus o his disciples (John 4.34):
“My food is to do e will of Hiwm wite sent We aud to fivich His
work,”




> Jesus to the Jews (Johm. 547, 14):

“My Father has been working until new, and T
have been workivg.”

“Most assuredly, T say +o you, the Son cav do

vothing of 'lvnsol but what He sees the Father

do; for whatever He does, the Sow does in like
ymawner.

> Jesus speaking (Johm 543 ):

“T have covne in Wy Father’s name, and von do vot
receive Me...”

> Jesus speaking (Johm ¢.39):

“For I have come down from heavew, ot +o do WMy
own will, but the will of Him who sewt We.

> Jesus speaking (John ©.28):
“When you lift up the Sen of Maw, then you will
know that I am He, and that I do nothing of
Wyself; but as Wy Father taught Me, T speak

"

these things

> Jesus speaking (Joln 10,25):

“T +old yon, and vou do not believe. The works that

T do in Wy Father’'s name, they bear witness of
We.”

> Jesus speaking (John 10,24):

“WMy Father, who has given them to We, is greater
+ham all; and vo ove is able +o suatch them out of
Wy Father’s hand.”
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> Jesus speaking (Johm 12.49):
“For T have vot spoken on Wy own authority; but
+he Father who sent WMe gave We a command,
what T should say and what T should speak.”

> Jesus speaking to Judas (ot Tscarict) (Johm
14.26):

“But the Helper (Comforter), the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in My name, He will
teach vou 4ll things...”

> Jesus speaking (Johm 14.29):
“Jou have heard WMe say to you, ‘T am going away
and coming back to you” If you loved We, vou would
rejoice becanse T said ¥ going to the Father,
for Wy Father is greater than I.”

> Jesus speaking to the apostles (Luke 24.49):
“Behold, T send +he Promise of My Father (Holy
Spirit) upon you; but tarry in the city until you are
endued with power from on high.”

Quick Review:

The Godhnead is comprised of +he Father, the Word (Sevn), and the
Holy Spirit. All three are called “God” and all three are called

“Jehoval”. They are “one”; they do vot work separately.

Each appears +o have a specific role based on our examination of
Jesus’ multiple statements in the Gospel of John.

Father - Authority, Originator of “Will”

Word (Sewn) — Speaks and does what the Father has
tavoht (given) +o Him

Holy Spirit - Helper, Comforter, Source of power (action)
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° Creation — Wiiverse (Gevesis 1.1-
what do we see?

God (Father, Word (from Joln 14), Spirit)
The creation of heaven and earth and
bringing order to a formless, empty earth.
> Reference: Psalm 23.6-9

> The Spirit hovering; brooding (sitting); moving
Giod speaking, “Let there be light.”
A beginning: the physical uviverse

e Creation - Man (Gen 1.26-2F; Gen 2.
what do we see?

God (Father, Word (Sew), Spirit)
God speaking, “Let Us make man...”
Creation of the first human being and his

being made alive (breath into the creation)
> Referewce: in Job 33.4 - Elilu says, “The

Spirit of God has made e, and the breath of
+the Almighty gives me life.”

A beginning: a living human being

The Tabernacle and its Furnishings
Exodus 314-11; Bxodus 25.30-25

What do we see?

> The LORD (Jehovah) speaking
Bezalel and Oholiab filled with the Spirit
Given the ability to design and build the
Tabernacle and its furviture
A beginning: the first physical “building”
where God will meet with the people.
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The Conception (Luke 1.2.6-35
What do we see?

> (@abriel speaking to Mary
> The Holy Spirit will come (descend and operate)

upon Mary
The power of the -Higl/los+ (i.e., the Father) will
overshadow Mary (symbolizing His immediate
presence and power)
The Owe to be born (Jesus) is to be called +the
Son of the Highest

A beginning: Salvation (the Word coming in human
form

e Jesus’ Baptism (Matthew 343~
what do we see?
> Jesus (and Jolw)

> The Holy Spirit descending as a dove
(recall Creation and Pay of Pentecost
events)
The Father speaking, expressing
approval in His Son

A beginning: Jesus” earthly mivistry

The Great Commission (Matthew 2614-2.0
What do we see?

> Jesus commissions the eleven +o teach (i.e., make
disciples), baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of +he Holy Spirit.

> A strong argument for equality amovg the
Godnead

> “in the name of” (singular, binding, anthority)

A declaration of baptism’s conmection to all

members of the Godnead.

A begiming: growth/expausion of Christianity (wrt
number and location)




The @Great Commission (Matthew 2649-20)

Three (of many) things +o consider when ove
becomes a vaptized believer (disciple); a
“beginning” of a child of God

1. They have become heirs of the promise.
(See Hebrews 445 and 4 John 2.25)

2. They have become part of God's elect
(chosen).

2. They have been recowciled (bronght +o)

Ged, eliminating the separation cansed by
siv.

° What do we see?

> The kindness and merey of God (specifioally, the Father; see 1 Peter
1.3 “Father's abandant meroy”) poured ont throuah Jesus, saves
believers.

rewewm (revovatiow; complete thavae for the better) of believers
by The Spirit

> This thought is conmested to Jesus/Nicodemus conversation
> “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation..”
— 2 Corinthiavs 547

> "For i Christ Jesus veither circumcision nor uncircumcision
avails anthing, but a vew creation.” — Galations 645

Believers justified by Father's grace.

Believers become heirs according +o the hopo (expectation) of &
e (see Hebrews 144 - “heirs of salvation”; Romans 34617 —

heirs with Christ; Golations 3.2% — Neirs according +o the prom

Becoming oue of the “Elect” and Savctification
(4 Peter1.2)

what do we see?

> Believers become one of the chosen; they are “elect”

> Eleot according o the forekuowledge of God the
Father.

> “wjust as He chose us in Him b he foundation of

the world ...” - Ephesians 1.4
» TReference Isaiah 434-7

> The blood of Jesus provides +he way for salvation.
> Believers are sanctified (purified) by the Spirit
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2 ligekion ( 242)
@ What do we see?
> Christ suffered (i.e., died) +o briug man +o God.

> Recall, God (i.e., the Godhead (Father, Word, Spirit), operating
tegrally), created man (Gewesis 1.26; 2.7). Therefore, reconciliortion
oceurs between God (Father, Word, Spirit) and man.
> “Now all things are of Giod, who has recouciled us +o Himself
+hrough Jesus Christ..” — 2 Corinthians 54%
> “ .. that s, that God was in Christ recowciling the world +o
Himself, vot imputing their trespasses to them..” - 2.
Coriwthians 519
> Christ was “made alive” by the Spirit
> “Now if we died with Christ, we believe +that we shall also live
with Him, knowivg that Christ, having been raised from the

dead, dies wo wore. Peath o lowger has domivion over Him” -
Rowmans ¢.2-4

There are other passages we conld
investigate but these give us a good
sense of what happens when the
Godhead is involved in a particular

event.

In geveral, here’s what we see from our examination:
1. Involvement of all 3 Persons of the Godhead

2. Begimings (and continuance)

a) Physical universe (heaven and earth)

b) Wan

¢) Tabernacle (witial place of worship for
Tsrael)

d) Jesus’ earthly existence

e) Jesus’ earthly ministry

f) Spread of Jesus’ teaching (and the specifics
of the implication of baptism)

4) Believers' becoming children of God
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What roles are implied by the
relationship between the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit?

When creating (or causing something to have a
ginvivg), there are 3 things to consider:

> An ‘a priori’ thought, idea, covcept, plaw, or will
(Father)
> existing in the mind prior to and independent of
experievce, as a faculty trait or character trait

> An expression of the thouglt, idea, concept, or
plan (Word/Son (i.e., Jesus))

> An uspiration (impetus) for initiating and
continuing +he thought, idea, concept, or plan
(Spirit)

Summary

The concept of “relationship” comes from God. Tt
is an eternally inherent quality within the
Godhead.
Nothing/wo ove is successful on its own,
Relationships are abselutely essential.

. Relationships imply roles.

. The Persons of the Godhead are in perfect
relationship with each other and thus, carry ont
+heir roles flawlessly. They are successful

together.
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Summany

Tn many instances, the Godhead is a visivle
participant n sigvificant “begivmings”.

The “creation” of a child of God involves the
ewtire Godnead.

Tv geveral, the Father is associated with

thoughit (will) and anthority, the Word (Sow) is
assetiated with expression (verbal and vown-
verbal), and the Spirit is associated with
inspiration (action).
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