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Oour Study Outlive
Discussion on +he Holy Spirit+
Poul
v Romans &
v’ 1 Corinthians 2, 3, ¢,12,13, 14
v 2 Corivthians @
v Galatiavs 5 (with a reference in Colossians)
v Ephesians 3-6
v 2 Timothy 1
Peter
v’ 1 Peter 1, 3; 2 Peterq
Johwm
v Johm 3, 4,5

Our Study Outlive
The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit

v Romans 2.4 v 4 Corinthians ¢AG

v 1 Corinthians 346 v Ephesians 34617
v 2 Corinthians GAG

v’ Ephesians 249-22 v Timothy 144

v’ 14 Peter 24-5

We have seew it clearly tanght by Paul, Peter, and Johwm
that the Holy Spirit dwells in a Christian.

Paul tanght that the Holy Spirit also dwells in the
chureh,

The question that lies before us vow, is “how?”

This is not easily determined.




There are three basic ideas/teachings for how the
Holy Spirit “dwells” in Christians:

1. The Holy Spirit dwells in Christians, separately from
+he word, sperating in them v wiraculons ways.

2. The Holy Spirit dwells v the Christian,
representatively, ouly through the weord +hat has
been give, i.e., Scripture (the Bible).

2. The Holy Spirit dwells i the Christian in conjunction
(combination) with the word.

A Good Thing to Keep in WMind

"I see vo reasov for disturbance among us over this question
(indwelling of +he Holy Spirit) so long as all believe and teach that
+he Holy Spirit does dwell in faithful and obedient children of God in
some way. The hovest but misguided interpretations which may be
made v trying o show how the Spirit dwells in us should not, by
those of either side, disrupt brotherly love and unity, and ravage our
brotherhood. There are many reasons why one’s position as +o how
+he Holy Spirit dwells in us should never be made a test of
fellowship. The only reason which needs o be stated vow is , that
+o all who obey the gospel from the heart, the promise will be
fulfilled as God planved i+, whether or not we understand how’ the
Spirit dwells in us.” ~ Gus Nichols

As we begin:

The interpretation of the Spirit of Giod dwelling in a Unristian in
Romans .4 is directly connected to the interpretation of Acts 2.29.

Those who interpret the gift of the Holy Spirit that is received by
Christians in Acts 2.2.8 to be the Holy Spirit Himself are at ease
interpreting the Spirit of God dwelling v a Christian as a literal
indwelling.

Those who interpret the gift of the Holy Spirit that is received by
Cnristians in Aets 2.3% +o be the Holy Spirit’s gift (ie., the promise
of salvation, eternal life, ete.) are wet forced ints an acceptance that
+he ndwelling is literal.

12/6/21




12/6/21

Some Questions to Covsider

= T the Holy Spirit literally dwells in a Christian:
= How can both sin and the Holy Spirit dwell in the same

place? Paul said sin (and vo good thing) dwelt in him.

= How can the Holy Spirit (who, from our study of the
Godhead, is one with God) literally occupy the same
space that sin also occupies?

Tf the Holy Spirit does indeed literally dwell within a

Whuman Chiristian, why would He allow thewm +o ever

commit sin?

Sowme Questions to Consider

Does the Holy Spirit leave a person’s body when they sin?
Does the Holy Spirit depart and return every time
sin/forgiveness ocours?

Is a literal indwelling Holy Spirit an incarnation of the Spirit?
The Word was incarnate in the physical body of Jesus. Is
+his what happens with a literal indwelling Holy Spirit in a

human Christian? If wot, why? If this is indeed what
happens, then would Christians become like Jesus, fully uman
avd fully divine?

The Holy Spirit has always existed and atways will; He is
eternal. Tf He literally dwells within a person (even in a vion-
miraculous way), why does that person uot become eternal?

Some Questions to Covsider

If +he Holy Spirit and +he word (scripture) are

equivalent:

= Does it make sense that Peter would have said, “Repent
and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins and you shall
receive the gift of the “word”?
TIs “receiving the word” equivalent +o “receiving the Holy
Spirit”?
Ts the word what Jesus received from the Father in
Acts 2.33 (He received the promise of +he Holy Spirit)?
Can +he “word” help our weaknesses?
Can the “word” make lutercession with greanings that
camet be uttered?




Let’s begin...

Romans .9

“But ou are vot in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in
voul. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit
of Christ, he is not His.”

Romavns .49

InRomans .4, 3.5, .6, and &.7, Paul wrote about 2. very
different mindsets - ways that a person thinks or that
descrive their inclination (i.e., carnal +hinking vs. spiritual
thinking). Paul specifically mentioned the “mind” 4 times iv
three verses (2.5-.7)

TIwnRomans 8.8, Paul said that those who were i the flesh
cannot please God and +hew, inRomans 2.4, he said that
+hose who are in the Spirit are not in the flesh.

How should we understand this poivt?
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Romans 6.9

Let’s break this verse apart to exawmine it:

1. “4ou are not in the flesh”
2. “you are in the Spirit”
3. “the Spirit of God dwells v you”

we'll covsider 2. and 3 above together.

Romavs 49
“you are vot i the flesh”

Literally, +he Rome Christians did exist i the flesh (just as
you and T do today). They were huwman beings. Vet Paul
said they were vot in the flesh.

So, when Paul said those in the flesh cannot please God, he
did vot mean that a lhuman being, literally existing in the
flesh, cawnot please God. Literally, we all exist in the flesh.

Romans .9
“you are not in the flesh”

Se, since the Rome Christiaus literally existed in the flesh,
what did Paul mean when he said “those in the flesh cannot
please God” and “those who are in the Spirit are vot in the
flesh”?

Before mentioning the ndwelling of the Holy Spirit, Paul
wrote that those who were “according to the flesh” mind +the
+hings of the flesh. Likewise for the spiritual.

Paul’s “according to the flesh/spirit” describes the nfluences
that affect how one thinks, what guides his mind.
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Romans .49
“you are i the Spirit”
“the Spirit of God dwells in yon”

From the stavdpoint of logic:
Paul first said that the Christiaw is in the Spirit.
Thew he said the Spirit of God is in the Christiaw.

So, com two things be in each other at the same time?

Ts it possible for a Christian to be in the Spirit at the same
time the Spirit is in the Christian?

Romavns 3.9
“You are v the Spirit”
“the Spirit of God dwells in you”
Literally, +his cawnot occur, One thing can be in avother but
+wo things cannot be in each other at the same time.

Se, perhaps Paul’s message with respect +o +he indwelling

Holy Spirit is ot what we understand at first glance v this
verse.

Examine John ¢.22-63 - a figurative parallel (specifically
V56)

Romans 2.9

Consider 4 Johm 2.2D - 27

“But vou have an ancinting* from +he Holy Ove and vyou all kmow things. T have
ot written +o ou because you do ot know the truth, but besause you know it,
and that vo lie is of the truth, Who is a liar but he who deies that Jesus is
the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. Whoever
devies the Sou does uot have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son
has +he Father also. Therefore let that abide in you which o heard from the
beainning, Lf what vou hheard frow the beginniug abides in vou, o will also
abide in the Son and in the Father, And this is the promise that He has
prowised us — eternal These things T have written to vou concering those
Who try to deceive vou. But the avointing which you have received from Him
abides in vou , and vou do not veed that anjone teach vou; bit as the same
anoluting teaches vou concerning all things, and is troe, and is vot 4 lie, and just

a5 it has taugit you, you abide in Him.”
* The gift of the Holy Spirit as +he efficient aid in getting a knowledae of the rurth - Thayer
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Romans 6.9

Other passage for consideration...

Rovmavs 6.9

Covsider what Paul wrote to the Colossiavs in this conversation:

Col 3.2 — Sei vour wmind on things above, ot on earthly +hivgs.

Col 3.5 - Put +o death (ie., eliminate) forvication, uncleanmess,
passion, evil desire, covetousness

Col 3.7 — Put off anger, wrath, malice, blasphewmy, fikkhy language,
and lying

Col 34D - Put on the new man that has been renewed (+o be
completely changed into a vew kind of life, opposed +o the former
corrupt state; same basic word Paul used inRom 12.2) in knowledae
Col 342 — Put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekvess,
lowgsuffering, forgiveness, love

Romavns .49
And what he wrote +o the Galatians:

Gal 540 - Paul is confident in the Galatians that they have wo other
mind than that of faith werking through love (Gal 5.¢)

Gl 546 - This mind causes one to walk (live) in the Spirit; the lust
of the flesh will not be fulfilled

Gal 547 — the flesh desires things that are cowtrary to the Spirit.
The flesh causes them o vot do the things they want (Remember
Romans F)

Gal 5.22. - the right mivd causes the fruit (result) of the Spirit:
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, gooduess, faithfalness,
gevtleness, setf-control
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Rovmavs 6.4
And what e wrote to the Corivthiaus:

2. Corinthians 3.3 — Paul said the Corinthians were clearly a letter of
Christ, vot written with ink and paper, vor on stone tablets, but
written ou their heart by the Spirit of the living God.

And back +o the Romans:

Romans 15.5-6 — May God grawt vou +o be like-minded toward each
other, according to Christ so that qou can, with ove mind and mouth,
glorify God, the Father of Jesus Christ.

Romans 2.9
What do we find i the Old Testament?

1 Chronicles 2.9 - Pavid told Selomon, “As for you my son Solovmon,
kvow the God of vour father, and serve Him with a loyal heart and
with a willing mind; for +he LORD searches all hearts and
amderstands all the iutent of the thoughts. If vou seek Him, He will
be found Iy vou; but if vou forsake Him, He will cast vou off forever.

Jeremian 31.33 ~ “But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after these days, say the LORD: T will put WMy

law in +heir minds, and write it on their Weart (imward parts); and T
will be +heir God, and they shall be Wy people.”

Rowmans 3.9

Covclusion with respect to Romans &.4:

= The Christian mind is a siguificant aspect in what
we understand about the ndwelling of the Holy
Spirit. Our minds are nfluenced for spiritual
+hinking based on what we hear/read from
Seripture (inspired by the Holy Spirit).
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Romans .9
Conclusion with respect to Romans 8.4:

= Christians are in the Spirit when they have the
words of Christ in their minds, directing their lives.

Jesus’ words are spirit aud they are life (John ¢.63).

And the Spirit is n Christians whew Jesus’ words
(teaching) is in them and guiding their behavior and
attitudes.

»  “Tf vou abide in My word, you are Wy disciples indeed.”

Let’s now consider the following passages as
they relate to each other

1 Corinthians 246
2. Corinthians GAG
Ephesians 219-22.

(1 Peter 2.4-5 also convects here)

1 Corinthians 316
“Do vou not know that you are the temple of

God and that the Spirit of God dwells in vou?”

2 Corinthians G

“For vou are the temple of the living God...”

12/6/21
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Ephesians 219-22
“Now, therefore, you are vo longer strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and
mewmbers of the houselhold of God, having been

built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief

cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being
fitted together, arows iuto a holy tewple in the

Lord, in whowm vou alse are being built together for

a dwelling place of Giod in the Spirit.

1 Peter 2.4-5
“Coming to Him as to 4 living stone, rejected
indeed by men, but chosen by God and
precious, ou also , as living stowes, are M
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood,

+o offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.”

Twu 1 Corinthians 1, Paul addressed the contentions
which had divided thewm. Division was addressed
agaiv here in1 Corinthians 3,

Paul told the Corinthian church that they were
carval. This was evidewt because they had ewvy,
strife, and division among thewm.

12/6/21
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Becanse their minds were nfluenced by, and concerved
with, things not spiritual, they were ot growivg or
maturing. This lack of growing is seen v Paul’s words,
“you are still vot able” (v2.) and “for you are still
carval” (v3) They struggled with:

= Buvy (probably related to spiritual gifts).

= Strife because of selfishness.

= Division due to immaturity with respect +o
the message vs. the messenger.

Recall Paul's message to the Ephesians:
“+he whole building grows into a holy temple”

“you also are being buitt up for a dwelling place of God v the
Spirit”

Both of these statements imply moving forward from
spiritual immaturity (i.e., carval thinking) toward spiritual
waturity (i.e., spiritual thinking).

The Corinthians were vot doing this!

As we read throngh 1 Corinthians 3, we see Paul calling the
church at Corinth (and the chuarch aviversal) God's building.
We also see this in Ephesians and in 1 Peter.

God's building is where He dwells with His people. In the
Old Testament that dwelling place was the Tabernacle avd
+hen the Temple, both physical structures and where God
literally met with the priests. With Christianity, the
“butilding” where God now meets with His people is His
people, the churdh. T+ is wot a physical structure but a
spiritual one. The Spirit is in the church because He is in the
minds/hearts of its members.

12/6/21
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Some thoughts about the temple (physical and spiritual):

T+t is where God meets/dwells with his pesple. Sivce this
true, it is holy.

Tt is constructed at great cost.
T+t is constructed on a solid foundation.
T+ is where sacrifices are offered.

Apriesthood mivisters there.

Wiigque to the spiritual temple is the material of which
it is constructed — ndividual Christiavs.

Because of it's living nature, Paul and Peter both
present the concept of growing, maturing, and moving
forward. Recall that action/movement is a concept of
+he Holy Spirit we introduced early in our study.

Paul wrote to the Galatian (44%) churches, “Wy little
children, for whom T labor i birth again antil Christ is
orimed v vout,...”

Formed — the idea is a mind and life in complete
harmony with the mind and life of Christ. ~Thayer

I+t is toward this goal that the Christian must
move.

12/6/21
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Now, back to the Corinthians. Paul told them they were not
growing and that they “walking according to men.” (v2,3)

They were “still carnal.” Not everyowe, of course, but obviously
many of thewm.

Their minds were:
= vot uvited
= filled with selfish desires
= vot set on things above
= cowsidering owly temporal things (i.e., the “here and now”)

0

What was the reot cause for this church thinking carvally?

Quick answer: they were immature from a spiritual
perspective.

The result: division caused, in large part, by choosing +o
follow/align with different teachers.

Paul plainly +old them that both he and Apollos were simply
God's servants, planting and watering, werking together.

Then, Paul begins a lengthy discussion regarding those who
would be building on the foundation that he had laid.

= There can only be one foundation for God's building +o
be based on — Jesus Christ.

= Some would build upon the foundation that Paul had
laid with superior material (gold, silver, precious stones
— materidls that are vot consumed by fire).

= Others would build with inferior materials (hay, wood,
stubble — materials that are easily consumed by fire).

12/6/21
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What does Paul mean when he talks about how the
foundation should be built upon?

= Teachers would come/go at Coriuth. Teachers are +o take
care with how they (feach) build on the existing foundatiow.

Wembers of the Coriuth church are nvolved in the building as
well.

The ultimate end for each person in the church at Corinth
depevded on how well they matured. Pid they put away
division? Did they put away strife and envy? Did they allow
Christ to be “formed” withiv themselves.

Did they (teacher and listener) build with the precions
material that is vot consumed by fire? Did they turv o
thinking in ways that produced the fruits of the Spirit
(Galatians 5)7

Or, did they build with the iwferior materials that are quickly
consumed by fire (unable to endure), remaiving wmired v carval
thinking and behavier?

T+ was up to each individual.

The quality of their work (building) depended on what they
+ook into their wind and where they set their wind. 4

Paul reminds thewm that, individaally, they are built
together to form the temple of God.

The temple of Giod is defiled by carnal thinking and
spiritual immaturity. This canvot be tolerated
because this is where +he Holy Spirit lives.

God will destroy those who continue to refuse +o
“grow up” as well as those who teach and promote
carnal thinking,

12/6/21
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Poivts +o consider, thus far:

The Spirit of God dwells in the church.

First century teachers needed +o be very careful avout
what they tanght. That same carefulness is reauired
+oday.

The importance of what is taught cannot be over-
emphasized.

If the purity of the gospel message is compromised by a
false teaching, the truth that is n the minds of the
wmembers is defiled. This, in turw, corrupts the place
where the Holy Spirit resides (the church), thus defiling
+he temple of God. Y

Points +o consider, thus far:

= This supports the concept that the Holy Spirit residing
in a Christian is dove so through what is in the wind.
Otherwise, Paul would not have so strongly voiced the
warning about teaching what is contrary +o the
foundation e had laid.
Tt is also important that Christians mature in a
spiritual sewse. This preveuts division and +hus prevents
defilement of the tewmple of God.
Wature Cnristians follow the message, ot the
messenger!

Conclusions with regard o 4 Corinthians 346

= God's building is a temple. The temple is the church. The
chureh is individual Christians. The Spirit of God dwells in
+his building/temple/church,

What is taught to +he church is extremely important. False
+eaching “destroys” this temple of God where +he Spirit
dwells. False teaching and spiritual immaturity canse
division.

Christians must grow and mature in the way they think.
They maust move from carnal thivking to spiritual thinkivg.

12/6/21
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Covclusions with regard +o 4 Corivthians 346:

= Spiritual growth occurs when the Christian allows +he
teaching (words of the Holy Spirit) to take preewmivence in
their mind and direct their behavior. (recall Romavs &)

= False teaching impacts the minds of individual Christians.
Teaching that is contrary to the foundation of Jesus
Christ corrupts the truth that lives in the Christian’s
wind, depriving it of the pure truth. And thus, the
temple of God is corrupted as well.

= God will destrey those who teach corrupting doctrives.

2 Corinthians GAG

“And what agreement has the temple of
God with idols? For vou (we) are the

temple of the living God. As Giod has said,
‘T shall dwell in them and walk amono
them. T will be their God, and they shall

"w

be Wy people.

Tv the opeving of the letter we know as 1
Corivthiaus, Paul idewtified the Christians there as
“sanctified” Set apart, holy. (1.2 and 6A1)

Paul will emphasize this idea in 2. Corinthians 6.

Paul is clearly indicating a “separation” whew he asks
the following rhetorical questions:

12/6/21
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What fellowship does righteousness have with
lawlessness?

What communion does lightt have with darkvess?
What accord does Christ have with Belial
(Satan)?

What part does a believer have with an
mibeliever?

What agreement is there between the temple of
God and idols?

2 Corivthians A
Thew, in 2 Corivthians eAG-17 Paul wrote that God said to
Ezekiel and Tsaiah:
= T will dwell in (and influence for good) them

T will walk (be) among them

T will be their God and they shall be WMy people

T will receive you (take you into favor)

T will be a Father to you and you will be WMy sons and

davnghters
What is the “takeaway” from these things that Paul wrote
and what God said GDD-70D vears prior?

2 Corinthiavs GAG
Cowtinuing forward +o 2 Corinthians 74, we read:

“Therefore, having these promises (those things God said),
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness n the fear of God.”

‘Because of the promises God had made, Paul exhorts
Christians to do 2 things:
= cleanse (remove) themselves of all filthivess of +he
flesh and spirit
= perfect themselves in holivess (sacredness)

12/6/21
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2. Corinthians eAG

Paul wrote this same exhortation regarding Christiavs cleavsing
+themselves to Timothy:

2 Timothy 244-21

"Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stavds, having this seal:
“The Lord knows Hose who are His’ and ‘Let everyove who names
the vame of Christ depart from nigquity.” But in 4 great house
there are viot only vessels of gold avd silver, but also of wood and
clay, some for hovior and sowme for dishover. Therefore if anyone
cleanses himself from the latter (i.e., dishonor), he will be a vessel
for howor, sanctified and useful for the WMaster, prepared for every
good work.”

2 Corinthiavs GAG

And with respect to God's promises, we o +o 2. Corinthians 1.20-2.2:

“For all +he prowmises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amev, +o +he
glory of God through us. Now He who establishes us with you in
Christ and has avsinted us is God, who alse has sealed us and given
us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.”

The Spirit is, here, said to be in the hearts of hristians, meaning
+he Spirit is in the minds of Christians.

Covclusion:

Christiavs cleanse their minds and spirits and perfect themselves
with help from +he Holy Spirit+ whio is in their hearts (minds). This
allows +hem to enjoy +hese promises that God made.

Covclusions with regard +o 2 Corinthians GAG:

Conmecting the teaching found in 2 Cor GAG with the
teaching in 4 Tim 249-21 and 2 Cor 1.20-2.2, we see:

= The Corinthian Christians must be separated from
mwirighteousvess, darkuess, Sataw, avbelievers, and idols.
This is because Christians have been sanctified (set
apar+t; made holy).

= God has made promises +o +hose who choose +o be His
children. Because of these promises, Christians are
exhorted to cleanse both body and spirit.

12/6/21
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Covclusions with re@ard +o6 2. Corivthians ¢AG:

= Chiristians wmake their spirit clean by thinking
spiritually. This travslates +o appropriate
behavior.

As dividuals, Christians must maintain this
separation; it is illogical for a mind with the
resident Holy Spirit +o be connected +o people and
actions that are diametrically opposed to what
the Christian is always i the process of
becoming.

Covclusions with regard +o 2. Corinthians ¢AG:

= Christiaus, cleansing their minds and bodies,
matches the picture of the church Paul descrived
to the Ephesiaus. Christians’ thivking and
behavior must be in agreement with the idea

that the church is set apart, cleansed, glorions,
holy, and without blemish. (Ephesians 5.2.6-2.7)

* God has given the Holy Spirit to Christians, He
is in the Christian’s heart (mind).

Ephesians 219-22

“Now, therefore, ou are vo longer strangers and foreiguers,
but fellow citizens with the saints and member of the
heusehold of God, having been buitt on the foundation of +the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the
cornerstone, in whom the whole building being fitted
together, grows inte a holy +emple in the Lord, in whom you
also are being built together for a dwelling place of Giod in
the Spirit.”

12/6/21
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Ephesians 244-22

Paul told the Ephesians that they were in the
process of being built (all of thew collectively) in
Jesus Cnrist into a habitation (dwelling place) for
the Spirit.

This building has a foundation of the apostles and
prophets and the chief cornerstone of Christ.
Obviously, this is not literally on the apostles and
prophets.

Ephesians 214-22

Complete kuowledge of the gospel was given to the
apostles, who through the Holy Spirit, spread
Christianity to the werld through their teaching.

[Note: this agrees with Paul's writing +o the
Corivthians in 4 Corinthians 340 (recall Paul had laid
+he foundation at Corinth)]

Ephesians 249-2.2.
Conclusion from Ephesians 249-2.2:

Tudividual Cnristians make up the chureh that is buitt as a place for
+he Spirit of God +o dwell.

The Holy Spirit works i the minds of Christians, through spiritual
thinking based on kuowledge that has been given +o them .

= Iwthe first century, this knowledge came from the aposties,
who were enabled by direct intervention of the Holy Spirit.
Today, this knowledge comes from what the Holy Spirit
inspired holy mew +o write.
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Ephesians 219-22
Conclusion:

Our effort, n combination with the Holy Spirit's
help, is how we grow inte what God wants us +o be.

1 Peter 2.4-5

while we have looked extensively at 4 Corinthians
346, 2 Corinthians 6AG, and Ephesians 213-2.2,
we should alse include a quick look at 1 Peter 2.4-5
as it relates +o the ideas expressed in Paul’s
letters.

‘Peter agrees with Paul that Christians are the
“material” that makes up the temple. Peter calls i+
a “spiritual house.”

1 Peter 2.4-5

Peter also agrees with Paul in the concept of “being
built” nto this spiritual house. They both indicate
to their readers that Christians are +o be maturing
spiritually.

How is that dove?

By allowing the mind o become harmonized with
the mind and life of Christ.
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we have looked at the connection of the Holy Spirit
in with the Christian who spiritually wminded.

We have also extensively examined the idea of the
chureh being the temple (spiritual house) where the
Holy Spirit dwells.

Now, let’s look at the responsibility given to
ndividual Christians with regard to the purity and
holivess of this temple. Let’s look at 1 Corinthiavs
(X7

1 Corinthiavs A9

“Or do vou vot kvow that vyour bedy is the
+emple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whowm
you have from God, and you are not your own.”

As we come to 4 Corinthians A4, we need +o keep v ind

the following thoughts from what Paul has written v the
preceding portion of this letter:

1. Division has happeved due to spiritual immaturity (ch 3).

2. What is taught is importaut. The teacher, vot so much.

3. Timothy was sent +o them to “remind thew of his
(Paul's) ways  Christ” as he had tanght them and as
he had tangnt n every church (ch 4).

4, Paul wanted them +o imitate him (ch 4).

5. Appropriate behavior is paramount (ch 5). Separation
from worldly influences is commanded.
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These thoughts bring us +o 1 Corinthians @. Prior +o v 14,
in keeping with the idea of separation, Panl had told +the
Corinthians:
+he body is for the Lord and the Lord is for the body.
+heir bodies were members of Christ
mewmbers of Christ should et become members of a
harlot
anyone who is joined to a harlot is one body with her

anjove who is joined to the Lord is ove spirit with Him.

flee sexual immorality
whoever commits sexual immorality sins against his
own body

Av important concept that Paul teaches in this
passage is the strong conmestion between body and
soul (ind).

The Corinthians were continnously influenced by the
pagan idolatry in the city. Sexual immorality
abounded in Corinth, likely connected temple
prostitutes.

Paul warns the Corinthians that they camot use
their physical bodies in this sexual immorality.

T+ may seem like an odd question +o us today but
Wwhy did Paul teach this?

Apparently, some of the members at Corinth were
at best, condoving this immorality, avd at worst,
participating in it

An important concept to grasplre-emphasize here is
the strong connection between body and soul (mind).
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If the physical bedy is connected +o a harlot (ie.,
temple prostitute), so also is the wmivd/soul. Yet,
+he mivd is where the Holy Spirit is active.

For this very reasow, fie hristian cannot
engage in physical nteraction with a harlot.

Paul wrote that a man who commits forvication
sins against (within) his own body.

Avcther aspect of this warning is that “becoming ove with a
prostitute” nveolves Christ. It is hard +o even think about
an action that makes such a connection. Met, that thought is
presented. So, Paul demands, “Po ot join Christ +o a harlot
by engaging in sexual immorality with a tewple harlot.”

Paul reinforces that thonght by writing,

“But he who is joined +o +he Lord is one spirit with Hivm.”

The Christian must be separated from sexually immoral
activity both for his own sake and for Christ’s.

This teaching here is specific to the Corinthian
chareh for a specific action.

However, the idea is extended o all Christians in all
+imes W all cases of sexual immorality. I+ is not only

with regard +o action with a prostitute.

Tt is inclusive of any sexually ivnmoral activity.
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Because of sanctification and the working (i.e.,
residence) of the Holy Spirit withiv the wmind,
Christians must avoid defilement of the body
with immoral sexual behavior, the temple of the
Holy Spirit.

We must understand that actions in the body are
the result of the thoughts of the mind. The body
and soul (mewtal capacity) are connected. They
canvot be separated. The body cannot do what the
mind does vot command.
= Paul told the Ephesians that Christians are
created in Christ Jesus for good works. What
we do with eur physical body is impor+ant!
(240)
= Christians’ bodies belong to Christ.

Not only does a Christian’s body belowg to Christ,
but his spirit is one with Christ.

How is the “onevess” with the spirit of Christ
accomplished. (V17)

Galatians 2.2.0 will help us...
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“T have been crucified with Christ; it is vo longer
T who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which I vow live in the flesh T live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself
for me.”

Here's what some commentators say avout the
phrase “but Christ lives in me”:

“but Christ lives v me”
Weyer’s NT Commentary:

w the mind of Christ is in him, the heart of Christ beats

in im, and His power is effectual in him.,

Ellicott’s Commentary:

Consciousness, rigorously examined, tells us that evew in
+he most exaltted souls there is o such thing as
an_actual wiion of the human and divine. At the same

time, there is possible to man aw influence from above so
pevetrating and so powerful that it would seem as if +he
figure of uvion could alone adequately express it.

PBarves:

Christ was the source of all the life that he had. Of
course this canot be taken literally that Christ had
a residevce in the apostle, but it must mean that
his grace resided in him; that his principles actuated
him: and that he derived all his eneray, and zeal, and
life frowm his grace. The umion between the Lord

Jesus and the disciple was so close that it might be
said the one lived n the other.
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Benson Commentary

By his word and Spirit, his truth and grace; and is a
fountain of life in my inmost soul, from which all my
tempers, words, and actions flow.

Thus, the oneness of the spirit with Christ is
achieved by the individual allowing His (Christ’s)
word and His (Christ’s) mind +o be in their wind.
This is the same way the Holy Spirit “dwells/lives” in
a nristian.

Points to consider:

A separation of the oneness with Christ caunsed by a
physical act of sexual immorality also canses a
“fracture” in the ovneness of spirit that a Christian
has with Christ.

Joining Christ with a harlot is semething that can
not be allowed to happen.

Points to consider:

Substituting the uvion of body and mind with a
harlot (or a wvion between any 2. people who are
vot married to each other) for the uvion of the
body and mind with Christ, defiles the temple
where the Holy Spirit dwells (the body and mind).
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Conclusion from 4 Corinthians ¢AG:

Christians wust understand the purpose of their
physical body. Actions taken i the body are the
result of what the mivd directs.

A Christian’s spirit is so closely connected +o the
Spirit of Christ (and Hhus the Holy Spirit) that i+
is considered “one spirit” with Christ.

Conclusion from 4 Corinthians 6AG:

The spiritual unity a Christian has with Christ
must vot be broken by an act of sexual immorality.
This defiles both body and mind, and thus defiles
the temple of the Holy Spirit.

Becaunse the body ouses the soul/mind, the
Christian’s body is considered to be the dwelling
place of the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 21419

“For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whele family in
heaven avd earth is wamed, that He would grant vou,

according to the riches of His glory, +o be
strengthened with might through His Spirit i the
inmer waw, that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith; that vou being reoted and grounded in
love, may be able +o comprehend with all the saints..”
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Ephesians 34419

What is Paul teaching here with respect +o the
indwelling of the Holy Spiri+?

= Whole family — all who belong +o God

= Strengthened with might — to grow strovg in
moral power and excellence of soul (mind).

Ephesians 21419
through His Spirit — the chauvel/means

inver man — the soul or conscience

That Christ may dwell (settle) in the Christian’s heart
through faith — that Christ may permanently reside in +he
Christian’s soul{mind via (i.e., the chawnel/means) faith

And how does faith come?

Remember: Faith without works is not faith at all. Faith that
is dlive is active. (James 247)

Ephesians 24419
All this for what purpose?

So that the Christian can:
" Understavd the extent of the love of Christ
= Be filled with the fulluess of God (i.e., become
mature)
= Ephesiaus 443 - “.. ill we all come to +he unity
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to a perfect mav, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ.”
= The idea is whollv filled and flooded with God.
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Ephesians 34419

Christ is said +o dwell in a4 Christian’s heart by (via)
Hhat person’s faith. [Note: recall that Paul told the
Galatians that Christ lived in him — Gal 2.20]

Why would the dwelling of the Holy Spirit in a
Christian be done any differently?

This passage allows us o add to our confidence that
the Holy Spirit dwells in a Christian’s mind through
faith gaived and strewgtheved by hearing the word -

2 Timothy 14314

“Hold fast the pattern of sound words which vou
have heard from wme, in faith and love which gre in
Christ Jesus. That good thing which was commit+ed
+o vou, keep by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.”

2 Timethy 11214
Paul told Timothy to held fast that good +hing
that was committed +o him. This is a reference +o
+the faith instilled in Timothy by his mether and
gravdmother (1.5) Paul implies that “holding fast”
his faith required effort on Timothy's part.

The Holy Spirit dwelled in thewm (Paul and Timotiny)
i the same way that Paul +old the Ephesians He
dwelled in them (Recall Ephesians 34414).
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2 Timothy 14314
Covclusion:

The Holy Spirit dwells, works, and is active in a
Christian n connection with their faith.

Paul enconraged Timothy o hold on strongly to his
faith.

As We Covclude...

This completes our in-depth study of passages that
ndicate that the Holy Spirit dwells in a Christian

Before we state our final conclusions from these

examinations, let’s look at this topic from a
different viewpoint.

Figurative Language

Figurative language is pervasive in Scripture, in
both Old and New Testaments.

As we conclude our discussion on the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit, it is important to consider Scripture’s
use of figurative language.

Here are only a few examples...
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Figurative Languane

Watt 54314 salt of the earth, light of the world

Watt 16.5-12, 198: bread is leaven of Pharisees; rock is the
confession

Watt 21.42: Jesus is the cornerstove

Watt 23.24: straiving out a gnat and swallowing a camel
Watt 7.3-5: the plank v the eye

Johm .56: He who eats Wy flesh and drinks Wy blood abides
in Me.

John 10.7-G: T am +he door

Figurative Language

Johm 14.23: We (Father & Sou) will wmake their residevce
with the ones who love him

Johm 154: T am the vine

Romans 2.24: circumcision of the heart

Romans 1146-2:4: vou were branches of a wild olive tree
1 Corivthians 2.9: vou are God's field, you are His butilding

So, now that we've done all this study
on the indwelling of the Holy Spirit,
what can we say?
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Conclusions regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit

The Christian’s mind plays a very siguificant role in
what we understand about the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit.

The passages examined point to an understavding
that the Holy Spirit dwells in a Christian through
the message of the gospel, as well as the teachings
avd writings in which He led and moved men +o
produce.

Conclusions regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit dwells in Christiavs, influencing
their minds o appropriate thinking (i.e., spiritual
thinking). This is done in conjunction with the word.

Christ dwells n a Christian through their faith.
The same is true regarding the Holy Spirit.

Conclusions regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit

The one who listens +o the Spirit (via the word) will
submit to what is spoken. They will let the Spirit
lead thew (via the word) and affect their way of
thinking.

The Holy Spirit dwells n the charch, which is also
called the temple of God. This is true because the
chareh is comprised of ndividuals who have +he Spiri+
active within thewm (in their minds/way of +l/|iwkivng)7ﬁ_
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Conclusions regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit

Because of the relationship that exists in the
Godhead, we expect a relationship +o exist, not only
between an ndividual and the Godhead, but
between individual Christians. Ultimately, the
ewtire commumity of Christians (i.e., the church) is
in relationship to the Gedhead. The Spirit dwells
(is among) this commuvity of believers.

Conclusions regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit

A Christian’s body is considered a temple for the for
the Holy Spirit. The body houses the mind which, in
+urn, is where +he Holy Spirit is at work.

Because the body is a temple, the sin of sexual
immorality is especially siguificant and must be
avoided.

Covclusions regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit
what a Christian does with their mind and their
body demonstrates their understanding of the Holy
Spirit working in them.

Christians cleanse their minds and spirits and
perfect themselves with help from the Holy Spirit+
who works i their hearts (mivds). This allows
growth uto what God wants His children +o be, T+t
also allows His children to ewjoy His promises.

105
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Conclusions regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit

while the Holy Spirit aids the Christian, the
Christian must provide effort to “set their mind” on
spiritual thinking. The Holy Spirit is never forced
upon an individual. He must be allowed entrance
within an individual.

Recall that Paul told Timethy to “hold fast” his
faith.

Conclusions regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit

The concept of the Holy Spirit “living” or
“dwelling” in a Christian is figurative language
that deseribes how a Christian allows the word of
Christ +o be the influencing factor in their minds.

T+t is indicative of the relationship that has been
allowed to form and grow between a Christian and
God (Father, Sown, and Spirit)

Conclusions regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit

The uHimate conclusion that we reach is this...

God desires a relationship with His children. This
relationship must exist ou a spiritual basis for

that is the “common-ness” between God and man,
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Conclusions regarding the indwelling Holy Spirit

The basis for this spiritual relationship is created when we
allow the Holy Spirit into our minds (Hhrosugh what is
spoken) to do the following:
= Lead us v the way that forms Christ within us
Comfort us
Twtercede with the Father for us
Twerease our knowledge/understanding of Giod
Strengthen our faith
Wove us o action (good works)

This is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

A litte extra you can do on vour own:

Covsider the message of Gevesis @5 in light of what
we've studied with respect +o how we think.

Read the ewntire book of Proverbs. Take votice of
every time you read the words “heart” and “soul”.

Read Psalm 114. Note the number of times the
Psalmist writes about the heart, being taught,
wnderstanding God's precepts, and meditate on
+hose precepts.

A little extra vou can do on your own:

Read Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. Notice how
often he speaks of the Holy Spirit v +this short

letter. In addition, pay attention to the times
that he speaks of the human mind.
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Twformation

112

A look at the word “dwell”:

Oikeo (3@\1) - to dwell; +o occupy a house; per Thaver: +o be
fixed and operative v one's soul
Rovm 747 — Sin dwells (is fixed and operative) in Paul
Rom .9 - You are vot n the flesh if the Spirit dwells
(is fixed and operative) in you.
Rom 241 - If the Spirit dwells (is fixed and operative)
v you, your mortal bodies shall be made alive.
1 Corivthian 346 — The Spirit of God dwells (is fixed
and operative) in the charch,

113

Dwell

Katvikeo (2330) - to settle; o inhabit
Aots 7.4 - The Wost High (Father) does vot settle
in temples made with hawnds.
Colossians 2.9 — Iwn Jesus dwells (settles) all the
fulness of the Godhead, bodily.

Revelation 243 — Satam is said to dwell (is settled) in
+he city of Pergmos
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Dwell

Envikeo (1F14) — to inhabit and influevce for good
2 Cor GAG — God said, “T. will dwell (inhabit and
influence for goed) n them (His people) and walk in
+hem and T will be their God...”
Col 246G — Let the word of Christ dwell (inhabit and

influence for goed) in you richly, teaching, admonishing in
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs

115

Dwell
Sumvikes (4924) - +o dwell together; o reside together as
family
1 Peter 3.7 — Husbands are to dwell (reside) with their
wives, giving them honor...

Meno (3306) — o remain; +o abide; o continue to be
present
Johm 656 - He who eats +he flesh of Jesus and drinks
his blood dwells (abides) in Him and Jesus i him.
Johm 1440 - The Father dwells (abvides) i Jesus.
Johm 1447 — The Spirit dwells (abides) in the apostles.

116

Pwell
Kathemai (2524) - +o sit down
Luke 24.35 — the calamity of the destruction of
Jerusalem would come upon all who dwell (sat dovwn) on
the earth. [Note: Luke 24.35 is the ouly time

kathemaiis translated as “dwell”. All other vstances
are travslated as sit, sat, sitting. For example:
Watthew 134 - Jesus sat by the seaside.]
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Dwell

Skevoo (4637%; only used in The Revelation) - to encamp, to
occupy, 1o live in a tabervacle or tewt; to reside as God did in
+he t+abernacle

Revelation 13.6 — the beast from the sea blasphemed

Gwd avd thoese who dwell (are living) in heaven.
Used also w:

Revelation 12.9,12, 14

Revelation 14.6

Revelation 17.%

Revelation 21.2

Backup Slides

Sewme others’ views on the indwelling of +he
Holy Spirit

Rober+ Willigan

“The Holy Spirit operates on the minds and hearts of mew i order +o
their conversion through the werd of God.”

“. T think, Justly conclude, uot ouly that the Holy Spirit operates
throngh the Word of God, but alss that it uever converts any man
without the Word.”

Woses €. Lard

“We say simply, that is, our brethren, with uet one exception in a
huandred, that the Holy Spirit dwells in the Caristian; and by this we
mean that the Spirit itself dwells n him, and not merely that the
truth or something else dwells in him n lien of the Spirit, and as
represewtivg it+.”
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T. W. Brewts

When God speaks, the man of faith believes, whether he can or can
vot explain +he philosophy of what He says. Hewce, we are prepared
+o believe that the Holy Spirit dwells i God’s people, whether we
cam or com viot explaiv the manver of its reception becanse He says...
His Spirit which dwelleth in us.

121

David Lipscomb

“The possession of +he Holy Spirit is declared +o be absolutely
necessary +o our being acceptable to God... The Holy Spirit actually
dwells in every obedient believer. Secondly, there is the presence of
+he Spirit with and in all Christians... If they would repent and be
baptized, receiving and cherishing the word of God in their hearts,
+this Holy Spirit as the indwelling guest of the church and +he
Christian would be their pertion. This Spirit ewters the heart+ with
and through the word of God, avd spreads avd strevgthens as +he
word of God, the seed of the kingdom, more and wmore is understood
oavnd eherished in the heart. The preseuce of the Spirit is manifest in
covsing us +o walk by the Spirit that was i Christ, o do the will of
Ged as e did.”
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David Lipscomb
“The Spirit in person came on the Pay of Pentecost, took up his
avode in the chureh of God, and dwells in the ehareh.”

“The Spirit dwells i the heart by treasuring the word of God in the
heart, and the Spirit dwells in the church by dwelling in the persons

who compose the chareh. The chureh does vot exist separate from
+he word of God. The word of God furnishes the arteries and veins
through which all influences of the Spirit and +he life of Giod flow +o
all parts of the body. Where the word does wot go, v spiritual truth
or blessings flow.”
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4 Leo Boles

" hongh there is mystery as to how the Holy Spirit indwells
Christiavs just as there is yystery as +o how our spirits dwell in our
bodies, the indwelliug of the Holy Spirit is something more than the
indwelling of the word of God — something more than a
representative indwelling by meavs of the word.”

N. B. Hardeman

"I am +alking abourt that ustitution for which Christ died, over
which he reigns as head, in which his Spirit dwells - that
nstitution that is guided by his counsel, that is filled with his
Spirit.”

“By the Spirit of Christ (Rom 2.4), T am constraived to believe
+that Paul meant the Holy Spirit which dwells in every Christian ,
but likewise in +he mind of Christ, the attitude of our Lord, and
+he disposition of God's Sew, in his relationship +o the various
affairs that confrout humanity.”
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